
1

In 2023, the Lobero Theatre will celebrate 

its sesquicentennial anniversary. Opened in 

1873, the Lobero is the 4th oldest continuously 

operating performing arts theater in the United 

States. From providing a stage in 1896 for 

Susan B. Anthony to champion women’s voting 

rights, to hosting nearly every important dance, 

jazz, and classical music talent of the 20th 

century, the Lobero has played an important 

role in our nation’s cultural history. 

The “new” Lobero, which was built on the 

foundations of the original adobe theater in 

1924, was largely designed by Lutah Maria 

Riggs, whose architectural inspirations 

helped create what is now the Santa Barbara 

look. From the 1920s to the ‘40s, the Lobero 

was a popular preview stage for new plays, 

welcoming Hollywood actors like Ingrid 

Bergman, Lucille Ball, Clark Gable, Bing 

Crosby, Humphrey Bogart, and Orson Welles. 

In more recent times, the stage has been filled 

by talents as varied as Neil Young and Mikhail 

Baryshnikov.

Celebrating 150 years 
of the Lobero

An Anniversary  
worth celebrating 
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An Ovation Celebration To commemorate this occasion, the Lobero 

Theatre Foundation will mount a public celebration and awareness campaign to pay tribute 

to this remarkable landmark, positioning the Lobero Theatre to continue its role as an 

integral and essential stage for the performing arts in Santa Barbara for the next 150 years.
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YE A R  E N D  R E V I E W

A relaunch of sorts, the Lobero was eager to 

move past a truly shuttered stage, and do what 

is most integral to any performing arts venue; 

bring community together and provide a stage 

for the diverse o�erings that the Lobero is 

well known for. That said, the Lobero Theatre 

Foundation leadership and sta� demanded 

the highest of COVID-19 health standards 

for every individual who might step foot in 

our hallowed hall — from the patrons to the 

volunteers, sta�, crew and performers.  Initially, 

vaccine checks and mandatory masking were 

required, and the added planning and sta�ing 

required time and attention. Slowly, as the 

community recovered, and our local case 

loads diminished, the regulations appropriately 

loosened. The Lobero always took its cues from 

state recommendations, and still remains in 

accordance with those safety measures. By the 

end of our 2021 fiscal year, the theater experience 

closely mirrored a pre-pandemic Lobero. 

We were especially mindful that by following 

high-level safety protocols, our artists and 

audiences felt comfortable returning to live 

performances. The theater was busy for 173 

days, hosting hundreds of artists and more 

than 41,000 audience members. As the schools 

adapted and returned to in-person learning, 

we were able to serve 2,000 students through 

our Youth and Community Outreach programs. 

The pandemic created some very real financial 

hardships for our local partners, but through our 

John C. Mithun Foundation Community Access 

Fund, we were able to o�er more than $66,000 

in subsidies to 15 organizations, helping them to 

fulfill their missions and serve their audiences.

Year in Review: Safety defined our re-opening to an 
eventual new normal — and we're happy to be back

Toad the Wet Sprocket - September 21, 2021

Photo By: David Bazemore
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Employee Expenses

19-20: $1,457,173

20-21: $990,024

21-22: $1,492,837

Stagehand Expenses

19-20: $196,335

20-21: $54,806

21-22: $290,674

Production Expenses

19-20: $459,959

20-21: $210,252

21-22: 745,991

Operating Expenses

19-20: $650,756

20-21: $397,825

21-22: $728,708

We are o�ering a three-year comparison 

to show how this past fiscal year has 

truly been a return to pre-pandemic 

levels of activity. In fact, 2019-20 was 

cut short by about three months, so our 

income and expenses for this year are 

right about where we expected them to 

be with a full 12 months of programming. 

The community came back to live 

performance in a big way!

In a typical year, the Lobero averages 

approximately 60% in earned income 

and 40% in contributed income. In this 

past fiscal year, we received delayed 

funding from the federal and state 

government, which was meant to 

address pandemic losses. Because 

the funding was so delayed, and our 

community so committed to seeing the 

Lobero through the pandemic, we found 

ourselves with net revenue of just over 

$1 million. We were able to use a portion 

of these funds to address some critical 

capital items, and the remainder is being 

held in a board-designated reserve 

for future capital needs, programming 

opportunities, or funding shortfalls. It is a 

safeguard that non-profit organizations 

are rarely able to count on, and we are 

grateful to be in this position one year 

after re-opening.

Moving forward, we will ensure that we 

take the opportunity to further build the 

Lobero’s financial stability through a 

robust endowment. Much of the income 

from such funds will be used to support 

the community arts organizations that 

use the Lobero stage, ensuring their 

continued viability for future generations 

of artists and audiences. See page 4 

for more information on how we are 

supporting our community partners.

Expenses Financials

Rental Operations

19-20: $742,877

20-21: $41,299

21-22: $779,622

Programming  

(Lobero LIVE, Virtual 

Programming)

19-20: $506,491

20-21: $89,515

21-22: $971,086

Earned 
Income

Major Donors

19-20: $321,145

20-21: $542,198

21-22: $429,938

Contributions  

Under $5K

19-20: $154,252

20-21: $193,428

21-22: $154,085

Foundations/ 

Government

19-20: $510,982

20-21: $511,218

21-22: $1,408,333*

*includes $1,074,833 in 

delayed covid-related 

government grants

Board of Directors

19-20: $151,607

20-21: $89,576

21-22: $248,539

Corporate

19-20: $82,373

20-21: $62,886

21-22: $79,927

Contributed Income

Labor

Major
Donors

Rental 
Operations

Stagehand
Expenses

Contrib.
Under $5k

Programming

Production 
Expenses

Foundations/
Government

Operating 
Expenses

Board of 
Directors

Corporate



Community 
collaboration & 
partnerships that  
help define our  
path forward 
The Lobero Theatre has always enjoyed a 

symbiotic relationship with the wonderful 

arts organizations that perform on its 

stage. Through the John C. Mithun 

Foundation Community Access Fund 

(CAF), we support a vibrant arts scene 

and foster new generations of artists and 

audiences that will significantly impact 

the future of the industry. The CAF allows 

the theater to meaningfully subsidize the 

community’s use of the Lobero, reducing 

their expenses and allowing them to focus 

their limited resources on production 

and audience development – thereby 

strengthening the health and growth of 

each organization. The CAF is centrally 

placed and funded within the Lobero’s 

endowment, with annual payouts that can 

and will provide countless opportunities to 

utilize and present on our historic stage.

Spirit of Fiesta 2022 - Tara Mata 

Photo By Fritz Olenberger

Subsidy recipients include: 

AHA! Santa Barbara

Ceylon International Film Festival

Montecito Union School District

Nebula Dance Lab

Opera Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara Choral Society

Santa Barbara Revels

Santa Barbara Symphony

Santa Barbara Vocal Jazz Foundation

Santa Barbara Youth Symphony

Spirit of Fiesta Committee

State Street Ballet

State Street Ballet Academy

The Rhythmic Arts Project

Visual Arts & Design Academy  

at SB High School

We are proud to provide  

subsidies that support  

our local arts partners  

through the John C. Mithun  

Foundation Community  

Access Fund. 
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Originally founded as Jose Lobero’s Opera 
House in 1873, the Lobero had around 

1500 seats and housed a balcony. 

Ovation – the act 
of rising to the 
occasion & creating 
enthusiasm for the 
show to continue  
As we celebrate our past, you can support 

our future. The Lobero Theatre Foundation 

was established as a 501c3 non-profit 

organization in 1938 to act as steward for 

our theater and raise funds to maintain and 

operate this important historic institution.  

The Lobero, while dependent on 

philanthropic support annually, earns a 

majority of its income through ticket sales 

and rental activity. Our community’s initiative 

and generosity proves, once again, that 

ensuring the Lobero remains a vibrant center 

for performing arts is a priority — which is 

why we continue to ask for your involvement.

For more info: 
Brandon Mowery, Director of Development
805.679.6009 | bmowery@lobero.org | Lobero.org

 

As a nonprofit, we serve multiple 
philanthropic passions — including, 
but not limited to:

 ▶ Preservation of a historic building that is in 

constant need of upkeep and upgrades. Your 

donations help bring the best stage to your shared 

community.

 ▶ Expanding partnerships with Santa Barbara’s local 

arts community. Your gift helps ensure that arts 

organizations new and old have a home for their 

artistry and provide a richer culture to our beloved 

downtown.

 ▶ Youth programs are impactful and constantly 

expanding. Help bridge the gap in our local schools 

by providing accessibility to young performers and 

availability to lower income students.

 ▶ Help create your own legacy by naming the 

Lobero in your Estate Plan. Whether designating 

to our many performance pillars (American Roots, 

Dance, Theater, Chamber, Youth), or continuing 

the ongoing preservation of our historic stage, 

there is no shortage of just how impactful your 

legacy might be. If you would like to receive the 

recognition and see the fruits of your investment 

during your lifetime, an irrevocable planned gift 

can also be arranged.
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2021/2022  
Family of Donors

LAMPLIGHTER - $25,000+

The Bentson Foundation

California O�ice of the Small Business Advocate

Coleen & Ted Friedel

Gardner Grout Foundation

Robert & Heather Hambleton

Hollis Norris Fund

Ron Jones

Lobero Theatre Associates

Nora McNeely Hurley & the Manitou Fund

Earl Minnis

 In honor of Hale Milgrim

John C. Mithun Foundation

Mercedes Millington & John C. Mithun

Santa Barbara Foundation

Schlinger Chrisman Foundation

Sarah & Roger Chrisman

Elaine F. Stepanek Foundation

The Walter J. & Holly O. Thomson Foundation

U. S. Small Business Administration

WWW Foundation

Natalie & Brett Hodges

GHOSTLIGHT - $10,000+

Lyn & David Anderson

Wendy & Harry Atterbury

Becton Family Foundation

Boone Graphics / Andrew Ochsner

Ruth Ann Bowe

Ella & Scott Brittingham

Brown Family Foundation

Louise & Tim Casey

Dancing Tides Foundation

Pamela & John Deily

Fenton Family Foundation

Fess Parker Winery / Ashley Parker & Tim Snider

Cheryl Doty & John Gerngross

Melinda Goodman Kemp & Robert Kemp, 

 In honor of David Asbell

Olive & George H. Gri�iths Charitable Foundation

Hayes Commercial Group / Steve Hayes

Ann Jackson Family Foundation

Joan & Palmer G. Jackson Sr.

Susan & Palmer Jackson Jr.

Herbert & Elaine Kendall Charitable Foundation

Kirby-Jones Family Foundation

Lynne Cantlay & Dr. Robert Klein

Lillian Lovelace

Jamie Maguire 

 In honor of Palmer Jackson &  

 The Doublewide Kings

Margerum Wine Company / Doug Margerum

Mavis & John Mayne

Marilyn & Richard Mazess

Janet McCann 

Montecito Bank & Trust

Mary & Jim Morouse

Susan* & Ronald Morrow

Dr. Robert Ruby

Santa Barbara County O�ice of Arts & Culture

Leslie & Frank Schipper

Missy & Chuck Sheldon

Jill Simonson

Towbes Fund for the Performing Arts, 

 a field of interest fund of the  

 Santa Barbara Foundation

Cheryl & Ben Trosky

The Whimsie Fund

Whittier Trust Company

Sharon & David Bradford

Zegar Family Fund

SPOTLIGHT - $5,000+

American Riviera Bank

Arlington Financial Advisors

Bartlett, Pringle & Wolf, LLP

Christian Claiborn & Christina Filios

Lesley Cunningham & Cyndee Howard

Dylan Star / Erica Brown

Danna English

Dr. Bob Forinash

Christine A. Green

Robert Guttman 

 In honor of Charles Lloyd and his music

Jutta Maue-Kay & John Kay

Manchester Capital Management / Amy &  

 Don MacLeod

Harold P. McAlister Foundation

Mechanics Bank

Montecito Bank & Trust

Je�rey Moody

Nye, Stirling, Hale & Miller, LLP

Albert Reid 

 In memory of Jeannette Leentvaar

Santa Barbara Travel Bureau / Barbara &  

 Charles de L'Arbre

Schipper Construction Co.

Leslie & Frank Schipper

Weiser & Grant Dentistry / Lance Grant

Linda & Doug Wood

LIMELIGHT - $2,500+ 

Elizabeth & Andrew Butcher

NancyBell Coe & William Burke

Community West Bank

Michael Dunn

Jann & Michael Ja�e

Kruger Benson Ziemer Architects, Inc.

Glennis & Jim Malcolm

Peter Melnick

Norberg Family Foundation

Doug & Nancy Norberg

Brenda Blalock & Alan Porter

Jerry Prawl

Sheila & Tom Prendiville

Summerdance Santa Barbara

Dianne & Danny Vapnek

Laura & Geof Wyatt

GREEN ROOM - $1,000+

Denise Dannemiller & David Asbell

 In honor of Cecilia Martini-Muth

Margo & Je�rey Barbakow

Bayhurst Foundation

Lane Bergstrom

Paul Blake & Mark Bennet

Brinkenho� Family Foundation 

 In memory of Gayle Tower Brinkenho�

Lynn & Chris Brown

Wendel M. Bruss

George L. Burtness

Chris & Lanette Caratan

Nancy Casey 

 In memory of Michael Casey

Catherine Cash & Bruce McRoy

Marianne & Jordan Clark

Lisa & Stephen Cloud

Sallie & Curt Coughlin

Christina Criswell & John Philipp Gilbert 

 In memory of Walter E. Criswell

Nancy Crouse

Mindy & Chris Denson

Karen Roberts & Bradley Dyru� 

 In memory of Jane Dyru�

Christine & Robert Emmons

Dr. Ernest Ferrel

Nancy & Frederic Golden

Joan Kinevan Gresh

Paul C. Hilbun

Vikki & Rob Hunt

Chana & James Jackson

The James Family 

 In memory of Ken & Jenna James

Katherine P. Jose

Dawn & Joel Kaufman 

 In memory of Tara Haaland-Ford

Laurie Bentson Kauth & William Kauth

The Kellogg Organization, Inc.

Denise & George D. Lilly

Sandra Lynne

Jocelyn & William Meeker

Suzanne & Duncan Mellichamp

Eileen & William Nasif

Lisa & Alan Parsons

Carol & Kenneth Pasternack

Ellen & John S. Pillsbury III

Ilene Resnick

Mark Rosenthal

Maureen & Les Shapiro

Melissa Fassett & David Sheehan

Tomchin Family Foundation

Susan & David Torrey

Watling Foundation
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HEADLINER - $500+

Beth & Dodd Geiger

Patagonia.com

Richard Banks

Blair & Steven Buster

Sheila & Bailey Caldwell

Cedars of Lebanon Foundation, Inc

Adrienne DeGuevara & Thomas Bunnell

 In honor of David Asbell & Denise Dannemiller

Tisha Weber-Ford

Cid Frank

Claudette & Gene Geller

Jan & William Gilbert

Susan Bowman & Fred Greenfield

Jane & Je�rey Hanko�

Hubert Guillot de Suduiraut

Phyllis & Bill Helm 

 In honor of Todd Jared

Jody & Tom Holehouse

Todd & Lauren Jared

Patricia & Bob Jones

Gerd & Peter Jordano

Hope Kelly

Lieberman Family

Siri & Bob Marshall

Revae & Anthony Moran

Claire & Gerald Parent

Richard Rabis

Wendy & James Read

Gina & Tom Schemenauer

 In memory of my brother Ned Schemenauer,  

 Leukemia victim 07-05-41 to 05-21-47

Dale & J L Seborg

Cheryl Stau�er

 In memory of Charles Stau�er

Nancy & Tom Upton

Barbara White

Jan M. Winn 

 In memory of Peter Winn

John Ziegwied

APPLAUSE - $250+

Deirdre & William Arntz

Mary Arvizu

Linda & Gary Beatson

Jill & Arnold Bellowe

Linda & Peter Beuret

Scott Borman

Elizabeth Brumfield

James Carrillo

Christina Contreras-Pfau

Cory B. Cullen

Kitty Glanz & Steve Daniels

Delphine Dannemiller

Michael David

Adrianne & Andrew Davis

Peter Davis

Leslie & Scott Deardor�

Kathleen Dewitt

Cinda & Don Erdman

Kathleen Farrington

Doug D. Ford

Gail & Hunt Gammel

Mary & Paul Genis

Kathy Gilbert

Nancy Goldberg

Hallie Goodall

Melissa Somrack Gorris

Gina Graham 

 In honor of Girl Cat & Boy Cat

Betty & Stanley Hatch

Marge & William Hynes

Emily & Christopher Johnson

Ami & Tom Kearns

Doug Kirk

David Landecker

Sharon Landecker & Glen A. Holden

M. David Lewis

Clay Lovejoy

Leslie & Ray Mathiasen

Susan Matsumoto

James P. & Shirley McFarland Fund  

 of The Minneapolis Foundation

Lynann & Edward McGinn

Marcel & Sylvie Monsivais 

 In honor of David Asbell's 25th Anniversary

Sarah Moray

Anne & Mark Morgan

Jill Morse

Katie O'Brien Mowery & Brandon Mowery

 In honor of Bogart

Denis Napton 

 In memory of Tom Pollock

Joanne Schoenfeld & Stuart Orenstein

Lee & Bobby Orgel

Becky Pedretti

Peter Rathbone

Walter G. Ray 

 In memory of Ruth Ann Ray

Peter Robinson 

 In memory of David & Chris Brown

Sybil Rosen

Daron Builta & Stephen Schaible

Roxanna & Randy Solakian

Carol & Mid Squier

Linda Sta�ord Burrows

Adriana & John Sullivan 

Linda Taber

Constance & John Thayer

Grace Helen Thomas

Maria Vega & John Vega

Joy Winer

Gary P. Yencich

Alison Zuber

OPENING ACT - $100+

Nell Able

Susan Alexander

Anonymous (2)

Suzanne Austin

Mickey Babcock

Sally Barker

Je�rey Becker

Nancy & Ken Beisser

Virginia Benson Wigle

Charles Blaugrund

Diane Bloodgood

Brek Bloyd

Karla Bono�

Doug & Arlene Braun

Greg & Jennifer Brown

Janice Brubeck 

 In memory of Henry, Howard, Dave & Peter

Linda & Gary Brummett

Gale & Ronald Busch

Stephen Carlan

Shara Carnahan

Anthony K. Casteel

Camille Cimini-Fruin

Lorraine Vanmeter Cline & Douglas Cline

Judith Bell & Monty Cole

Mary Blackwood Collier 

 In memory of Mr. & Mrs. William Bell Collier III

Judy & Denver Compton

Andrea Correa

Thomas Craveiro

Joan & Steven Crossland

Denise & Mike Cutbirth

Christie Cutter

Robert David

Anne Love Donahue

Bob Donovan

Sallie & Jim Dougherty 

 In honor of Marianne Clark

Lindsey Duca

William Edelstein

Sharon Evron

Joyce & Heinrich Falk

Mary Charles & Falzone

Christine Fancher

Paula & Greg Farrington

Phil Fine

Glenn Fout

Richard Freese

Diane & James Giles

Kerrilee & Martin Gore

Janet Greeley

Kathryn Greene

Matthew Grunert

Susan Gwynne

John Haile

George Harris

Chris Hayden

Anthony Henkins

Steven Hirsh

Ted Hoagland & Michelle Zimney

Maryann Hopkins

Meredith Reeback & Thomas D. Hughes

Pamela & Robert Hyland

Gerald Isenberg & Caroline MacDougall



8

ENDOWMENT DONORS

Lyn & David Anderson

 In Honor of Jim Dougherty

Lyn & David Anderson

 In Memory of John McCann

Margo & Je�rey Barbakow

The Coeta & Donald Barker Foundation

Marlyn Bernard Bernstein*

Sarah Boyajian

Lynn & Chris Brown

George L. Burtness

The Estate of Janet Caminetti

Ann C. Carneros

Louise & Tim Casey

Sarah & Roger Chrisman

Godric Foundation

Christine A. Green

Robert W. Hanrahan

Catherine & Jim Haslem

Hollis Norris Fund

Hutton Parker Foundation

Ann Jackson Family Foundation

Elaine* & Herbert Kendall

Kind World Foundation

Christian D. Kraus

Liselotte Kuttler Trust

Ellen Lawson

Joan & Jim Lindsey

LLWW Foundation

John McGovern

Mericos Foundation

John C. Mithun Foundation

Mary & Jim Morouse

Eileen & William Nasif

Harold & Valerie Oquist*

Kären Pick

Leslie & Frank Schipper

Jan & John G. Severson

Lewis M. Smith*

Mary Jean Thomson

Anne & Michael Towbes

Estate of Michael Towbes

Jodie & Bruce Willard

WWW Foundation and Brett & Natalie Hodges

Kristi & Je�rey King

Theo Kracke

Sandra Lei Isa

Mr. George Eskin & Ms. Hannah-Beth Jackson

Sarah Jacobs

David Jones Charitable Fund

Beth & Eli Katz

Emmy Lou Keller 

 In memory of Fred Keller

Elinor & James Langer

Linda & Rob Laskin

Michael Lewellen

Mary Ellen & Daniel R. Lewis

Pam & Russ Lombardo

Sandra & Leonard Lopez

Noel Lucky 

 In memory of my parents, Charles & Judy Lucky

David Mason

Gretchen Merkle

Kay Miller

Joan & Christian Mogelvang

Lauren Monda

Dixie & Martin Moore

Barbra Mousouris / Sixth Scents Healing Center

Michael J. Ne�

Steven Nelson

Rachel Nuttall

Carter Ohlmann

Rob Ollander-Krane

Susan & Roland Orfila

Rebecca Amundsen & Tim Owens 

 In honor of Steve Cloud & David Asbell

Pamela & Chris Passalaqua

Pauline Paulin

Lanette Perry

Hensley & James Peterson

David Phillips

Jan & Reilly Pollard

Gaines Post

Kostis Protopapas 

 In honor of the Lobero Team

Ransom Family

Debra Reed

Kenneth Rehor

Margery Ricards

Nanci Robertson

Murphy Romano

Monica Romero

Roland Rowe

Mike Russell

Joan Rutkowski

Kate Samsa

David S. Sanborn

Anne & Albert Santorelli

Christine & Hal Saunders 

 In honor of Robin Sonner

Carlos E Schmidt

Berta Alicia Schulte

James Scott

Michele Shipp 

 In honor of the artists who continue to inspire us

Ellen & Harvey Silverberg 

 In honor of Sallie Dougherty

Batte Smith

Elizabeth & Donald Smith

James Smyth

Linda & David Sorensen

Betsy & David Spaulding

Sally Sphar

Anne Sprecher

Scott Stefan

James Teague 

 In memory of Lucia Teague

Stuart Thomson

Patti Tomaselli

Ursula Ruland & Ray Tracy

Carol Tricase

Mark Trueblood

Evan Turpin

Marta Ulvaeus

Christie & John Venable

Patricia Verdugo Johnson & Scott Johnson

Nancy & Tony Wall

Je� Waxman 

 In memory of Rex Marchbanks

Bo Willis

Jeanette L. Woodward

Richard Worth

Mary Ellen Wylie

*deceased

Thank you!Thank you!


